INSIDE... 


Editorial 
August Agenda .. 
Upcoming Meetings 
July Minutes 
COMAL: Cart vs Disk . 
BBS Users’ Instructions (Part 2).. 
C-B4 Game Design ....sisceseceeees 
Commodore Tips ... 


DEALER NIGHT 


SMA WU eu 


ee 


C-64% DISK OF THE MONTH 


The C-64 Disk of the Month is carried at 


the stores listed below. It sells For $4.50 
and is available two days after each meeting. 


ALI COMPUTERS 1158 Ogilvie Road 

COMPUCENTRE Carlingwood Mall 

MEDIA LAND CG-Plus) 130 Albert Street 
301 Moodie Drive 
1400 Clyde 

MR DISKETTE 119 O’Connor Street 

ZAP & ZOONn 435 Kent Street 


744-0220 
729-0448 
230-7750 
820-7326 
723-2201 
232-S203 


232-4400 
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RENEWAL TIME 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
cITy PROV. 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 
COMPUTER OHC # 


PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: (815/YEAR) 
OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 
P.O. BOX 4164, STATION °C’, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, KIY 4P3 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


OTTAWA HOME COMFUTING is the news- 
letter of the Ottawa Home Computing 
Club. Membership is open to all with 
a genuine interest in personal com- 
puting for $15/year in Canada. Mem- 
bership includes OTTAWA HOME COMPUT 
ING, which is published 10 times a 
year. Meetings are usually held on 
the third Monday of each month, 7:20 


p.m. at Charlebois High School, 
corner of Heron Road and Alta Vista 
Drive in Ottawa. 

When submitting articles, please 


type or write legibly on 8 1/2 by 11 
inch paper, double spaced, Articles 
may also be submitted on disk, or in 


a "print-ready" format. Contact the 
editor for more information. 
Permission to reprint articles 


appearing herein is hereby granted, 
provided credit to both the author 
and Ottawa Home Computing is given. 

Advertisements of personal items 
up to 25 words for one insertion per 
issue are free to members. Inquire 
for commercial rates 


Address correspondence to: 
Ottawa Home Computing Club, 
P.O. Box 4144, Station "C", 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4P3 


Ottawa Home Computing Editor: 
Bob Mason 
Box 183, R-R. 2 
Orleans, Ontario KIC 171 


EDITORIAL 
by Bob Nason 


This is the last issue of the 
newsletter in this format. The 
next issue, in October, will 
be in the 8 1/2" x 11" format, 
easier to read, and hopefully 
easier to advertise in, easier 
to sell, and easier to write 
for. 

You know, 
nothing if 


a new style means 
there is not a 
change in content as well 

Till now, I have depended on a 
few contributors to fill these 
pages. John Batchelor, Jan 
Fraikor and Sutton have 
been steady contributors of 
good-quality articles. Even if 


dim 


CLUB EXECUTIVE 


President 

Pierre Castricum 521-6840 
Vice President 

Scotty Adams 228-0245 
Secretary 

Carl Bigras 776-1402 


Treasurer 
Mike Bryan 
Education Director 


404 


Wayne Schaler 728-7811 
Membership 

Mike Coltas 836-5268 
Bulletin Board Editor 
& Amiga Librarian 

Don White 829-2082 
Newsletter Editor 

Bob Mason 837-3197 
Apple Librarian 

Voita Fryzek 722-9778 


Commodore 64 Librarian 
Faul Anderson 521 
Commodore 128 Librarian 
Feter Nickless 
VIC Tape Librarian 
Dave Comeau 
TPUG Librarian 
Mary Bero 
Retail Disk Distribution 


837-2402 


Peter Martin 73-7700 
COMAL Librarian 

Ed Steenhorst 820-5289 
OHCC Bulletin Board is down 


temporarily 


your first name doesn’t begin 
with J, why not contribute. 
Don’t be scared by their pro- 
fessionalism--their first con- 
tributions were accompanied by 
letters of apoloay, pleading 
that their articles be whipped 
into shape. 

A change in format has been 
discussed by the cutive for 


several months now. It is 
interesting that the Nationa 
Capital Atari Users Group 


(NCAUG) adapted this format a 
few months ago. It 1s also 
interesting that they have 
less members, and yet produce 
a larger newsletter (member— 


continued on page 15 
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MEETING 
SCHEDULE 

The following is the list of 
meeting dates for the next 
year. The March date is not 
confirmed. and may have to be 
changed, due to Spring break. 
4The May (and possibly the 
March) meeting is not on the 
third Monday of the month. 


1986 1987 
August 18 January 19 
September 15 February 16 


October 20 March 16 or 23% 


November 17 April 20 

December 15 May 25% 
dune 15 
July 20 
August 17 


AGENDA 
August 18 Meeting 


Disk of the Month 
Membership Sales 
Socialization 


Business Meeting 
Dealer Night 


(see note in 
Meetings") 


“Upcoming 


9:00 Special Interest Groups 
Group Room 


Apple & Mac Room 227 
Browse through the library, 


order disks, discuss applica~ 

tions, problems, etc. 

Commodore and 

Disk of the Month Room 219 
Same as above, but for Cam— 

modore. If Faul Anderson 

doesn’t have the answer for 


you, hell direct you to some— 
ane who does. 


Amiga Room 208 
Don White has put together 
a number of disks of public 


domain software for the Amiga. 


You can buy the disks, watch 
his demos, and ask questions. 


c128,CP/M Room 210 
Feter Nickless has a 
rapidly increasing library of 


C128 and CP/M software. If 

you’ve got a C128, drop in and 

say Hi. 

COMAL Room 22 
Comal is a programming 


language similar to BASIC, but 


much faster, more powerful, 
and easier to use. Find out 
about it. 
Forth Room 230 
Forth language is shorter 
and faster than BASIC. (20 to 
600 times faster). Used with 
robots, sensors, and many ap- 


pliances. Much more. 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 


The following 
Interest Groups (SIGs) which 
meet monthly and determine 
their own format. If you're 
interested in developing fur- 
ther in one of these, fields, 
drop in, You're sure to find 
Someone who shares your in- 
terest. 


are Special 


Computer Graphics Room 225 
Beginning Computerists Rm 
Telecommunications Room 
Data Base Users Room 213 


Machine Language Room 215 


Music Room 225 

More details and possible 
room changes will be indicated 
at the meeting. Some groups 


are now meeting on other even- 
inas during the month, to give 


themselves additional time to~ 
gether. 
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August 18 
The topic for 
is Dealer Night, 


the meeting 
with several 
sending repre- 
sentatives and equipment for 
the evening. C1285, the new 
C64 and Amiga, as well as 
GEOS, are among the products 
which will be demonstrated 
during the evening. As this 
goes to print, the following 
have indicated that they will 
be present: 


local dealers 


Ali Computers Zahid Ali 

1158 Ogilvy Road (744-0220) 
MediaLand Bob Winkler 
130 Albert St. (230-7750) 
301 Moodie Dr. (820-7326) 
1400 Clyde Road (723-2201) 
Diskette Bob Fradette 
119 O’Connor St. (232-5203) 
Zap & Zoom Tim Smith 

435 Kent St. (232-4400) 
Compucentre in the Rideau 
Centre may also sent a repre- 
sentative. 


Mr. 


Some of the dealers will be 
setting up demonstrations in 


the meeting room at 7:30. 
These demonstrations will be 
from 7:30 to 8:00 and from 
9:00 on. 


September 15 

The Newsletter will not be 
published in September, so 
this is the only notification 


youll get! 

The topic of the evening is 
Languag So many of us (my— 
self included) got into com~ 


puting with grandiose ideas of 
writing our own programs. How- 
ever, we found that the lLan- 
guages in our computers  (ma- 
chine language and BASIC) were 
either very difficult to com 
prehend and implement (machine 
language) or convoluted and 
difficult to implement (BA 


SIC). If you were scared away 
from programming by these 
languages, take heart; there 


are languages which are easier 


to learn than machine lan- 
guage, more powerful and fast— 
er than BASIC, and supported 
by Users groups with programs 
and documentation. 

And it has been said that 
you only have total control 
over your computer when you 
write the program. With a 


*canned program’, you can only 
do what the program allows you 
to do; with your own program, 
the world is at your doorstep. 


Some of the alternatives 

will be presented on this 
evening: 
COMAL Ed Steenhorst, the COMAL 
librarian, will talk about 
COMAL II, and discuss some 
programs converted from the 
IBM. 


Pascal Paul Irwin, former Club 
president, will demonstrate 
this popular language. 


C This language was used to 
write Lotus 1-2-3, the Unix 
operating system and much of 
the Amiga operating system. 
David Buck will introduce us 
to this increasingly-popul ar 
language. 

We’re also hoping to have 
people demonstrate Forth, 


BASIC and Machine Language. If 


you could speak on one of the 
above. please contact Wayne 
Schaler. 


TES -- JULY MEETING 
by Bob Mason 
The meeting was held on 
Monday July 21, at Charlebois 
High School. Pierre Castricum 
chaired the meeting, beainning 
with a comment about the meet— 
continued on page 15 
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COMAL: Cartridge vs. Disk 


by Len Lindsay 


The following article is 
reprinted from TPUG Magazine. 
I’ve added a list of features 
not available in BASIC; the 
original article had e@ more 
complete chart. 


COMAL Librarian Ed Steen- 
horst has a good collection of 
COMAL disks, 2s well as COMAL 
0.44. Next month we hope to 
run an article on converting 
RASIC programs to COMAL. 


Next month the theme is 
languages. People who are 
interested in languages are 
encouraged to write articles 
on + their’ languages, or 
recommend for reprint articles 


they may read, not only for 

the next issue but anytime. 
* x x 

COMAL is a language that com- 


bines the power of Pascal,com— 
plete with indented structures 
and with the ease and inter— 
active nature of BASIC. The 
Commodore 64 versions include 
LOGO-compatible turtle graph— 
ics. 


A poll taken by Commodore 
itself reveals that COMAL is 
the first alternate language 
of choice (BASIC and machine 
language were more popular = —— 
but they come with the 
machine). There are two ver— 
sions of COMAL for the Commo— 
dore 64, disk-loaded COMAL 
0.14 and the COMAL 2.0 cart- 
ridge. Both work in C64 mode 
on the C128. 


The COMAL 2 


cartridge is 


the deluxe version of COMAL. 
It includes all the features 
of disk-loaded COMAL 0.14, and 
more. Some people consider it 
the best programming language 
on any B-bit microcomputer. 
Once you use COMAL 0.14, you 
do not want to go back to 
BASIC. And once you use the 
COMAL 2.0 cartridge, you will 
not want to go back to COMAL 
0.14, 


With the cartridge, COMAL 
is there every time you turn 
on the computer. To go back to 
BASIC, you must type in the 
command: BASIC. To use COMAL 
0.14, you must first load it 
from disk. The fastload 
version now available loads in 
less than 20 seconds, so the 
wait is not long. 


Disk-based COMAL is a 
public domain program. You are 
allowed to give copies of 
COMAL 0.14 to others. All 
COMAL ©.14 programs can there 
fore be run on and Commodore 
64 or 128. Just include the 
COMAL 0.14 system on the disk 
with your programs. COMAL 2.0 
programs will not run without 
the cartridge: only people 
with COMAL 2.0 cartridges may 
run COMAL 2.0 programs. 


comMaL 


2.0. 


@ program written in 
0.14 can cun under COMAL 
To transfer a COMAL 0.14 pro-~ 
gram to 2.0 you must LIST the 
proaram ta disk, then ENTER it 


into 2.0. A program that is 
saved to disk is tokenized, 
and comaL 2 and 9.14 use 


different tokens. 


COMAL 0.14 and 2.0 are sim— 
ilar im many ways. This is to 
be expected, since COMAL is a 

continued on page if 
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BBS Instructions 


QTTAHA HOME COMPUTING CLUB 
BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM 


This is the second half of the User Instructions for the Club 
BBS. The first half was published dast month. These 
instructions are also available in the BRS (you capture them) 
or, at the meeting, from the newsletter editor in a handy, 
easy on the eyes, & 1/2" x 11” format (#1.00 to cover costs). 


Read Mail Commands: 
CNiext 
CRieply 
CAlgain 
coluit 
(Dielete 
CEldit 
CWirite 
(CIhange 
COJpen 
(PJrivate 
You need only type a single letter for any of these 
commands. (Some of these commands may not appear on your 
screen. Only a system operator has access to them all.) 


Next - shows you the next letter on file, if there is one, 


Reply - lets you write a reply. 

The system automatically addresses, signs and marks the 
subject of your reply. It asks whether this is a private or 
open letter, then if all the header data is correct. Reply as 
appropriate. 

Private letters may be read only by the writer, the 
addressee and a system operator. Open letters may be read by 
anyone with access to the SIG within which the letter is 


delivered. 
If the data is mot correct, you"ll see the cursor move to 


the first header field. Edit as usual. 
When you have a correct header, the system will provide a 
blank line to start typing on. All options function as in the 


Leave mail routine. 
When you end the reply, you’ll return to the Message Base 


Menu. 


Again - asks the system to display the current letter again. 
This will be useful if you decife to print out a letter or if 
transmission was garbled. 


Quit - sends you back to the Message Base Menu. 


Delete - lets you remove the letter from the files if it is to 
you or from you or you are a system operator. 


ee 
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Edit - lets you alter any line in the current letter if you 
are a system operator. 


Write - lets you edit the current letter and place it at the 
end of the letter file (where everyone will read it) if you 
are a system operator. 


Change - lets you send the current letter to another if you 
are a system operator. 


Open - lets you make the current letter open so that all users 
may read it if you are a system operator. 


Private - lets you make the current letter private so that 
only you and the writer may read it if you are a system 
operator. 


New mail - lets you read only the mail that’s come in since 
you last read your mail. 

New mail starts with the message whose number is 
immediately after that of the last message you read. The 
system does not keep track of whether you read every message 
before that one. Even scanning a letter counts as reading it. 

All displays and options are identical to those described 
in Read mail. 


Scan mail - lets you read only the headers, not the bodies of 
the letters. 

All displays and options are identical to those described 
in Read mail. 

In addition, you may press S while you are reading the 
headers to see the text of the current letter. Once you have 
done so, you may continue as if you had chosen Read mail, but 
only for the current letter. 

When you've finished with the letter you asked to see, 
press N for the next letter. Scan mail will take over again. 

To scan new mail - just start Scan mail at the last letter 
read as displayed on the initial Read Mail Menu. 


Leave mail - lets you leave mail for other users. 

You will first see a blank header to fill in. The From 
line fills automatically, then the system asks who to send the 
letter to. Type in the name and press RETURN. 

If the system knows no such user, the system will ask for 
the name again. 

You may send a letter to all users by addressing it to 
ALL. 

If you are a system operator, you may send a letter to 
each user individually and personally by addressing it to 
SYSOP ALL. 

Fill in the Subject line and the SIG in which the letter 
is to be delivered. If you omit these lines, your letter will 
be listed without subject on the current SIG. 

If you want to make the letter private, type Y in the 
Private letter line. 

At the line asking whether the information is correct, 
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enter Y to begin typing your message or N to edit the heeder 
information. 

When you are satisfied with the header, you may type up to 
144 lines of up to 78 characters each. You must end each line 
with RETURN. 

When you've finished the message, press ESC on a bilan 
line. (Use a blank line because anything on the same line as 
ESC is lost.) If you fill all 14 lines, the system ends your 
message automatically. You’ll see a new set of commands to 
choose from: 

(Slave 
CCJontinue 
fLlist 
CEldit 
CQluit 

You need only type the first letter of any of these 

commands. 


Save - stores the current letter to disk. RETURN will do the 
same. 

After saving the letter, the system will ask you if you 
want to copy the letter for another user. 

If you answer Y, the system will ask for the user*s name. 
Type it in and press RETURN. The system will ask for new names 
until you answer N. 

If you answer N, the system will return you to the Leave 
Mail Menu. 


Continue - lets you add to your letter if you need to. The 
display will show your letter and the cursor will be at the 
beginning of the first available line. 

This command will not let you write a message of more than 
14 lines; it is here to save you when you accidentally end a 
letter. 

Type as before. 


List — shows you the current letter so you may review it. 
When you press RETURN the system will return you to the 
last menu. 


Edit - lets you change any line in the current letter. The 
system will ask which line you want to edit. Type in the 
number and press RETURN. The line will be displayed with the 
cursor at the beginning. Re-type over the old information. 

When you press RETURN the system will return you to the 
last menu. 


Quit - returns you to the Main Menu without saving your 
letter. 


SIG change - lets you move to another SIG on the bulletin 
baard system. 

The system will ask which you want te go to. 

If you press RETURN without anything else you will see a 
list of the current SIGs. An asterisk before a SIG means you 
have access to it. D denotes your default user SIG. You may 
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change this by using the Edit my profile command. 
Type in the number of the SIG you want and press RETURN. 
The system will take you to the Main Menu in the new SIG. 


Chat with system operator — lets you talk on-line to the 
system operator if he is available. A bell rings at his 
terminal and his screen displays your name. He needs only to 
press his spacebar ta begin the chat. 

If he’s available to talk, you'll see the operator’s 
opening message. Either you or the operator can communicate by 
simply typing a message on the keyboard. The system treats you 
in parallel, so it’s possible for both to type simultaneously, 
but the screen will show your messages mixed together. Most 
operators press RETURN twice to signal they?re through. You 
should follow the procedure the bulletin board operator uses 

When the chat is over, press ESC ta return to the Main 
Menu in your default SIG. 


Edit my profile - displays data about you and your use of the 
bulletin board. You*ll see the following display: 


You have called time(s) 
Uploaded time(s) 
Downloaded time(s) 


Current information is: 


1. Name : 
2. Address ' 
3. City ' 
4. State ' 
5. Zip code ' 
&. Password . 
7. Phone : 
8. Default SIG 1 
9. System information + 


CLiist C1-9] Edit line [Slave 


Press L to see the data again, S to record it or the line 
number ta change what appears on the line. 

If you choose to edit, the screen will show the line 
chosen. Re-type aver the old data 


Last callers of this system - lets you see who has called 
when, and how long each spent on the system. 
The usual scrolling controls work. 


Bye - hangs up properly. Hefore you are disconnected, the 
system will give you a chance to leave a message for the 
system operator. New users will want to use this message to 
ask for access to SIGs of interest; others may need to tell 
the operator of errors in downloaded files ar iu leave a 
friendly note. 

Press RETURN to finish each line. Press ESC on a blan 
line ta finish the message. If you fill a line or use all 14 
lines, the line or message terminates automatically. 
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COMAL from page & 
ndardized language. 
both adhere to the 
kernal, though COMAL 0.14 is 
miscing a couple of things. 
such as VAL and STR$. The 
cartridge includes the com- 
plete COMAL kernal. 


They 
COMAL 


SOME COMAL FEATURES 
NOT FOUND IN BASIC 


(* = available on 
version only) 


cartridge 


Editing 

=-AUTO (auto line 
--RENUM (renumber 
-MERGE from disk 
--Syntax checking on entry 
-TRACE debugging aid 
--*Quote Mode’ enable/disable® 
--Ooops key* 


numbers) 
lines) 


Files 

--Binary seq./random files 

--Easy one-command random 
file use 

--Built-in true ASCII 
conversion# 


Disk Commands 

=-STATUS (disk drive status 
--COPY (copy files) 
—-DELETE (scratch files) 
--MOUNT (initialize a disk)* 
=--RENAME (rename a file) * 
--CHAIN programs together 


Numbers 
—-Accepts Hex and Binary* 
--Understands TRUE and FALSE 
--MOD (remainder) operator 
--Produce random integer 

in a range 


Input-Output 

--Set up default printer 
types 

~-Built 
dump * 

--Built in text screen dump 

--FRINT USING formatted 
output 

--User-definable character 
fonts 


in graphic screen 


Structures 

--REFEAT...UNTIL loop 

—WHILE...ENDWHILE loop 

EXIT loop* 

routines by name 

ternal procedures or 
functions* 

--Multi-line procedures and 
functions 

--Parameters with procedures 
and functions 

=-LOCAL and GLOBAL functions 

--ERROR HANDLER (trap errors)* 


Sprites 

--Keywords to define sprites 

--Keywords to set colours 

--Keyword for moving sprites 

--Built-in collision detection 

--Animate sprites, interrupt 
driven* 


Graphics 

--Turtle and X/Y graphics 

=-Hi-res or multicolour 
graphics 

--Split screen (text/araphics) 

=-Mix text and graphics on 
screen 

--Graphics t in any size 

--Graphics text sideways* 

--Save graphic screen to disk 

--Window capabilities* 

=-FILL command/FLOT a point 


Sound 

--Built-in sound commands* 
=-Contrel sound envelape* 
--Interrupt-driven musick 


Miscellaneous 

=-Modem-communications built 
ink 

--Function keys defined 

=-Function keys definable 

--Stop key disable/enable 

--Cursor command 

--No ‘garbage collection’ 

--Joystick/paddle/liahtpen 
keywords® 

--Store a text screen for 
later use* 

--Can sense SRO interrupt 
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C60 Game Design 


Some of be 


dering how to 


you may 
preserve 
marvelous Mendelbrot fractal 
displays that your poor Cé4 
laboured all night to produce. 


those 


If you own disk # and a 
suitable printer, you have 
everything you need. 

The program C/HIRESMNDL.C 
creates its bitmap in just the 
place where the program 
PR.SC.PL.LDR.C gets its in- 


formation for screen dumps to 
Commodore 1525 compatibles or 
Gemini compatibles. Run the 
first program until you have 
the picture you want. You 
don’t have to do the full 
screen. Break out with 
RUN/STOF RESTORE and load the 
screen printer program. Follow 


directions and you will get a 
shaded version of the bitmap 
of the Mandelbrot screen (see 


like to 
computer 


This month I’d 
review some of the 
magazines which cover the Cé4 
from the point of view of 
recreational programming;i-e., 
games for fun and/or educa- 
tion. First, Transactor. Fub- 
lished every two months, this 
is the best source of advanced 


knowledge on Commodore — ma- 
chines. This is the only place 
where you will see pages of 


assembly language lists. Trens- 
actor actually explains how 
programs work so you can adapt 
routines to your own purposes 


You see continuity too. Pro- 
grammers write follow-ups to 
earlier articles, making im- 


provements and tensions 
There are virtually no ads so 
all you get is programs and 
articles plus a few product 
announcements. 


Ahoy! is probably the most 
prolific source of fun little 
games. There are usually three 
or four per issue but are 
often poorly documented. Ahoy! 
also has a maddening track 
record of publishing incom- 
plete listings or error-filled 
programs. Best bet is to wait 
three months before entering a 
program to see what correc 
tions are necessary. Ahoy! 
features sharp reviews but not 


much state-of-the-art techni- 
cal guidance. 
Run has become a bit dis- 


appointing lately. 
column often is 

for short tips and knowledge 
but other content can be thin 
or duplicate things already 
done elsewhere. For example 

August °86 features a custom 
character generator that seems 


The "Magic" 
interesting 
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no more advanced that the one 
Commodore gave away with the 
1541. Some comparative review 


articles are well-done. 


Compute’s Gazette is making 
abit of a comeback, in my 
opinion. There are usually 
several games each month 
although not well-documented. 
The Gazette covers the C120 
with enthusiasm which limits 
C64 coverage sometimes. Re- 
views are a little too posi- 
tive. There is some technical 
information but the hard stuff 
is saved for the sister publi- 
cation Compute’ 


Compute’ itself usually only 
has one game a month because 
it must be translated for five 
or six machines. By looking at 
the listings, you can learn a 
lot about the strengths and 
weaknesses of various 
ters. The technical 


ut 
He 


compu- 
informa— 


: 


i il 


ay Oe 


WANTED: 1541 Disk Drives, reasonable 
(fair) condition, cheap. H. Barid, 
563-4295. 


tion is often interesting 
although it covers several ma— 
chines too. 

The Commodore magazines, 


Power/Play and Microcomputers, 
are soon to be combined. They 
are uneven in quality. They 
are not very critical of re 
Viewed products and the games 
can be primitive. However, 
there are occasional gems such 
as the PGM utility (March 
786), support for the LOGO 
language and the "Computer 
Wizard" column. 


to 
let 
pro- 
sug— 
least 


It’s hard to find time 
read all these magazines. 
alone follow up all the 
‘grams and projects they 
gest each month. I'm at 
30 items behind on my “worth 
noting" list. Tf you are at 
all interested in recreational 
programming, there is no 
shortage of ideas. 


it 


ee 


WANTED: Griginal Apple Programmes 
for the Club library. If you've 
written anything lately. or even 
typed in something from a magazine, 
why not shared it with other club 
members. The Apple librarian is 
722-9778. 


Vosta Frysek. 
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Gommodore Tips 


by Jan Frajkor 


Some of us have 
real problems with 
64 power supplies, 
have never had a problem and 
are puzzled about the com- 
plaints. Here’s probably the 
reason: 


reported 
Commodore 
and others 


The power supplies come from 
different suppliers——obviously 
Commodore just puts them up 
for bids and the lowest bidder 


gets the job for the latest 
batch of C44s. Turn your power 
supply over. All those black 


boxes look exactly alike, but 


you may find two significant 
differences: 

Some are made in Taiwan, 
some are made in Singapore. 
Some will say 8.5 watts, some 
will say 7.5 watts. (Some 
don’t say watts, they say 
7.5VA, but that means volts 


times amperes, which as we all 


know is watts). 


In general, of course, &.S 
watts is better than 7.5. If 
you have the lower-wattage 
ones, restrict the number of 
power-using peripherals you 
have on at any one time, or 
sooner or later that power 
supply will overheat and you 
may damage your whole circuit 
board. The ones made in Taiwan 
are usually more reliable than 
the ones made in Singapore. 


It’s pretty clear that Com 
modere has changed suppliers 
and raised the wattage. We 
should hope that was im re 


sponse to complaints and in 
the spirit of Ampraving 
thin WARNIN It is not 


necessarily true that the 
latest ones are the better 
ones. I suspect Commodore will 
sell whatever stock it has and 
may even still be having the 
lower-wattage ones made brand 
new. Try to check before you 
buy and get your dealer to 
swap, if necessary. 


¢ & & 

Some of us, (that includes 
me) have bought SFD-1001 disk 
drives from the U.S. because 
there’s nothing on the market 
with that much capacity (1.2 
megabytes), and that much 
speed at that price. Now the 
bad news. 


A couple of 
told ma that if you buy them 
from Progressive Feripherals 
of America, which has the 
exclusive distribution riohts, 
they come ta you in pretty 
good condition and usually 
don’t even need head align-— 
ment. If you buy them from 
Frotecto Enterprises, some 
people have reported that they 
come with niggling little 
problems including defective 
cables -- the worst thing is 
that the problems are often 
small enough to make you think 


people have 


that YOU are doing something 
wrong and so you do nothing 
about it until the warranty 


period is over. 


Even if you have filled out 
the warranty card and regis- 
tered it with Commodore, youll 


get nowhere. Mast often, you 
won't even get a reply to 
complaint letters or claims. 
Commodore has unloaded all 
these machin on FRA and 
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wants nothing more to do with 
them. FPA will not release 
diagrams and schematics to 
anybody, so unless you know a 


repair shop with electronic 
geniuses in it, you may find 
that many won?t even want to 
work on it. Miscoe Data on 
Colonnade Road will work on 
them but mot do any major 
board-level repairs —- just 


simple and obvious things like 
alignment. 


What's your choices? If you 


have bought them recently, 
work them to death as much as 
you can in the first few days 
and ship them back to Protecto 
or PPA at the first sign of 
even small problems. Make them 


prove the thing is good; don’t 
take it on yourself. 


After the usual 90-day 
warranty you are pretty well 
stuck. Only PPA will repair 
them, so you’d have to send 
them ta Denver. The repair 
costs are $45 U.S. per hour. 
That’s probably about $40 


Canadian. A half a day’s work 
could wind up costing you $240 
to repair a machine you bought 


for $300, 
MINUTES from page 5 
ing schedule for the next 
year. 

Don White told the members 
that the BBS is down for now, 


and will be down until Ma Bell 
can get a phone line installed 
in Scotty’s new home. He's 
hoping that the new line will 
be in by the next meeting 
(August 18) and the BBS up and 
running shortly thereafter. 
Don also indicated that he 1s 
looking for a better BBS 
program. 

The topic of 
was Graphics 
Scotty Adams 
Voita Frysek 
Jim Sutton 
Batchelor 


the evening 
Packages = and 
(DAZZLE DRAW), 
(FANTAVISION), 
NEWSROOM) , Join 
(KOALA PAD), Jan 


Fraikor (GEOS), Pierre Castri- 


cum (PRINT SHOF and FRINTMAS- 
TER) made presentations. They 
followed these up with demon- 


strations in the SIG timeslot. 
Don White also demonstrated an 
EA °*video-maker’ program on 
the Amiga in the Amiga room. 
All presentations were well- 
prepared, thorough, and inter- 
esting: each SIG drew between 
20-30 people. I’m sure all 
members in attendance would 
join me in congratulating the 
presentors for a job well~ 
done, and congratulating Wayne 
Schaler on an evening well- 
planned (perhaps the 
evening in the past year). 


EDITORIAL from page 3 


best 


ship is $20, $25 with a mailed 
newsletter). To me, it is even 
more interesting that they 
have a Newsletter committee of 
6-7 members: we have one. 
True, we have several regular 
contributors (mentioned above) 
but na people willing to take 
responsibility for a certain 
job. 

Or do we? This is your 
chance. Contact me —- tell me 
you want to do a certain news— 
letter job. What job? you say. 
Well, I’m glad you asked. We 
need News Editors to collect 
news tips (Commodore and 
Apple)—-just pick up a current 
magi read: then write. We need 
a Features Editor to find 
articles relating to future 
meeting topics. We need a 
Reviews Editor to coordinate 
Software/Hardware reviews. We 
need a Graphics Editor to pro- 
duce/collect graphics to 
accompany articles. We need an 
Advertising Manager to contact 
advertisers and arrange adver- 


tising. 
Is it unfair of me to chal- 
lenge -- can we do as well as 


Atari? Certainly it is clear 


— we can do better! 
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DISKETTES & SUPPLIES 


medians eee HOW TO 

conmeooce SHOP AT 
re MACCOM. 

OPPLE Hae 749-1232 


BY PHONE 


Join TPUG the World’s largest Commodore users’ group 


* Free information-packed Monthly Magazine 
* Access to 4000 Public Domain Programs 

* Annual Convention 

* Member Bulletin Board 


* For $30.00 ($20.00 for students), all the above and 
attend the many TPUG meetings in the Toronto Area 


e@tespeeaeweereeeetes 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING CLUB MEMBERS 


See Marv Bero tor Details 
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